
  



Numerous resolutions have been passed concerning Israeli violations of human rights 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the Question of Palestine. In fact, more 
resolutions have been passed regarding this issue than any other. The UN has several 
principal organs: one is the General Assembly (GA) where every country in the world is 
represented and another is the Security Council (SC) which consists of five permanent 
members (US, China, Russia, France and the UK) and 10 rotating elected non-
members. The most significant difference between the two is that GA resolutions are 
non-binding “recommendations”, whereas resolutions passed by the SC are binding 
under Article 25 of UN’s Charter. While the UN has passed numerous resolutions 
condemning Israel for its conduct and demanding a cessation to hostilities and the 
occupation, Israel has yet to comply.  

One of the most relevant resolutions is GA resolution 194, which resolves 
that Palestinian refugees who fled in 1948 and 1967 have the right to 
return to their homes. However, this recognition of the Palestinian “right 
to return” is superseded by UN SC resolution 242 where it says that the 
“refugee problem” must be solved through “achieving a just settlement” 
which has yet to include the “right to return.” However, the right of a 
person to return to his or her country after leaving is enshrined in Article 
13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Israel refuses to respect the rights 
of Palestinians as the return of millions of refugees would challenge its Jewish 
demographic.  

The binding UN Security Council resolution 242 also calls for the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from territories occupied in 1967 and the 
“termination of all claims or states of belligerency and respect for and 
acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of every State in the area and their right to live in peace 
within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of 
force." Acquiring territory by war is illegal according to the Geneva 
Convention.  Israel has yet to comply with this resolution, among others. 

UN SC resolution 446 determines "that the policy and practices of Israel in 
establishing settlements in the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 
1967 have no legal validity and constitute a serious obstruction to achieving a 



comprehensive, just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East." 
Further, the resolution calls on 
Israel, as a signatory, to abide by 
the 1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention, which deems both 
Israeli settlements and the 
apartheid wall illegal.  In 
resolution 3236, the GA 
affirmed that the Palestinian 
people have an “inalienable 
right” to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty and reaffirms 
the refugee right to return to their homes and property. In 2002, the SC addressed this 
issue in resolution 1397, and asserted the vision of a “two states” within “secure and 
recognized borders.” Not only has Israel not complied with these resolutions, but the 
number of settlers continues to rise significantly in the tens of thousands. In 2004, the 
GA (10248) responded to the International Court of Justice’s (ICJ) advisory opinion on 
the apartheid wall, and demanded Israel’s compliance with the ICJ ruling, which 
stated: 

 

“
;

…” 
,

These resolutions are but a glimpse into the sea of UN SC binding resolutions that 
Israel has blatantly violated, and the ocean of GA resolutions condemning Israel’s 
policies and practices of occupation. With such a vast amount of resolutions 
condemning the occupation, and overwhelming evidence to the fact that Israel acts 
with impunity, enforcement is imperative. 

While these laws are already damning to Israel, it is important to note that another 45 
Security Council resolutions criticizing Israel have been vetoed by the US. This means 
that while the majority of the countries in the SC have wanted to pass these binding 
resolutions demanding that Israel be held accountable, the US, protecting its ally, has 
blocked these resolutions. Had there been no veto process in the SC facilitating Israel 
with immunity, there would be another 45 binding UN SC resolutions condemning Israel.  



Note: These include the topics of Israel, the Question of Palestine, and Palestinian rights. 
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